




• The Winter Sports School has operated 
for 20 years as an independent college 
preparatory school for grades 9 through 
12, with tremendous success.

• One third of our most recent graduat-
ing class scored in the 95th percentile or 
higher on the ACT.

• Recent graduates have matriculated 
at such institutions as Stanford, 
Dartmouth, Williams, and Middlebury.

• The Winter Sports School is in session 
from April through November, giving its 
students the opportunity to pursue their 
academics and their athletics sepa-
rately, with “no compromises.”

• Students and alums have combined to 
win Olympic, World Cup, World Champi-
onship, and National Championship 
medals in more winter sports disciplines 
than any other secondary school in the 
U.S.

• The Winter Sports School is now poised 
to become a public charter school, 
making it the very first public education 
opportunity of its kind in the history of the 
United States, and making our educa-
tional model available to all dedicated 
student athletes.

• But we need your help!

A RECENT SUCCESS STORY
At the age of 16, Sarah Hendrickson was 
a promising ski jumping athlete. She had 
reached the podium at several Conti-
nental Cup events, and placed 11th 
overall at the 2011 World Champion-
ships. Still, the young ski jumper and her 
family felt that she hadn’t achieved her 
full athletic potential. They wanted her 
to benefit from a quality high school 
experience while performing to the best 
of her ability in academics and 
athletics. 

So, in 2011, Sarah enrolled at the Winter 
Sports School in Park City (WSS) as an 
11th grader, enabling her to attend a 
complete college preparatory program 
from April through November, and 
freeing her to pursue her athletics during 
the winter without having to juggle 
multiple responsibilities. The following 
winter, she won 9 World Cup events to 
clinch the overall World Cup title in 
Women’s Ski Jumping. She then 
returned to WSS for her senior year, 
graduating in November 2012. In early 
2013, Sarah won the Women’s Ski Jump-
ing World Championship. In addition to 
guidance from her coaches and her 
own hard work, Sarah and her parents 
credit The Winter Sports School with 
enabling her greatest athletic 
successes. 

She also graduated with a 3.9 cumula-
tive GPA.

It was really cool to be going to 
school with people that were 
kind of my peers... We always 
had a lot of top athletes our 
age who were really serious in 
our sport. 

WHO WE ARE
The Winter Sports School in Park City is 
currently in its twentieth year of opera-
tion as a college preparatory institution 
for grades 9 through 12. Recent gradu-
ates have gone on to attend such 
institutions as Stanford, Dartmouth, 
Williams, Middlebury, and many other 
top-tier colleges and universities. The 
Winter Sports School’s college place-
ment record is impressive, and feed-
back from those top-tier institutions 
indicates that our graduates arrive 
exceptionally well prepared for their 
undergraduate studies. As further 
evidence of our academic rigor, one 
third of our most recent graduating class 
scored a 30 or higher on the ACT, 
putting them at or above the 95th 
percentile in the nation.

 

  

Uncompromised Academics for Dedicated Winter Sport Athletes

Sarah Hendrickson, Class of 2012
WSS GPA 3.9

2012 Overall World Cup Champion

2013 World Champion

CASE
FOR

SUPPORT

“

OUR UNIQUE MISSION
The unique mission of The Winter Sports 
School, however, is to provide that level 
of college preparation and college 
acceptance to developing winter sports 
athletes who, in traditional high schools, 
find themselves forced to compromise 
between their academic and athletic 
ambitions. We solve that problem with 
an April through November calendar, 
leaving our students free to train and 
compete during the entire winter, with 
the coaches and teams of their choice. 

IN PARK CITY

Andrew Weibrecht, Class of 2003
2010 Olympic Super-G Bronze Medalist



The results are staggering. Alongside our 
academic and college placement 
successes are a series of athletic results 
that are unparalleled among secondary 
schools in the United States. Our small 
pool of approximately 300 alumni collec-
tively account for multiple World Cup 
titles, World Championships, and Olym-
pic Medals. At the 2013 FIS World Cham-
pionships, the United States won a total 
of 19 medals. Winter Sports School alums 
accounted for 6 of them. No other 
secondary school in the nation comes 
close. 

OUR UNIQUE MODEL 
EXPANDED
As proud as we are of our students’ 
successes, we always strive to improve. 
We recently completed a strong push to 
attract athletes from emerging winter 
sports disciplines. The school started in 
1994 and continued for over a decade 
with a student body primarily comprised 
of alpine skiers. Today, we still have a 
strong alpine contingent, but we have 
added students and distinguished alums 
in such disciplines as Nordic Skiing, 
Freestyle Skiing, Snowboarding, Ski 
Jumping, Luge, Skeleton, and Bobsled. 

But it is not enough. Having broadened 
the base with respect to athletic 
disciplines, our next step is to broaden it 
further by ensuring the opportunity to 
attend our academic program is avail-
able to every deserving student athlete. 
Doing so will enrich the lives of many 
students and their families and boost the 
image of our community - at the city, 
county, state, and national levels - on 
the international athletic stage. 

It makes a lot more sense if you’re a skier, or whoever, if you’re a winter sports athlete, to 
come to school during the summertime... And the school quality of the Winter Sports 
School is pretty awesome... You feel like you learn a lot more and get a lot more out of 
your teachers and the time that you actually spend in school.
Ted Ligety, Class of 2002

WINTER SPORTS SCHOOL: 
~300 ALUMS

140 World Cup Podiums
56 World Cup Titles
9 Overall World Cup Titles
19 World Championship Medals
6 Olympic Medals

THE CHALLENGE &
FINANCIAL BARRIER
As an independent, private school, the 
annual tuition to attend our program 
has been in excess of $17,000. While we 
have offered over $100,000 each year in 
need-based financial aid, most families 
still find themselves priced out of the 
opportunity to attend The Winter Sports 
School. 

The Park City winter athletic consortium, 
the Youth Winter Sports Alliance, 
recently provided demographics for our 
prospective student market. They identi-
fied over 150 athletes in their local 
programs who are seriously dedicated 
to both their athletics and academics. 
These are not hobbyists. They are not 
indifferent students. They are precisely 
the students we are designed to help. 

We also know from recruitment experi-
ence that an additional 50 to 100 
student athletes are searching for a 
program like ours from other Utah winter 
sports regions including Salt Lake City, 
Snowbird, Soldier Hollow, and from such 
out-of-state locales as Jackson Hole, 
Bozeman, etc.

And yet, enrollment at our school in 
recent years has hovered between 40 
and 50 students. The difference 
between the level of serious interest and 
our enrollment history is driven by tuition 
expense – we cannot provide enough 
dollars in need-based financial aid to 
allow all dedicated student athletes to 
attend our school.

“

WSS ALUM

Ted Ligety, Class of 2002
Combined Gold Medalist, Winter Olympics, 2006

Giant Slalom World Cup Champion, 2008

   Giant Slalom World Cup Champion, 2010

   Giant Slalom World Champion, 2011

Giant Slalom World Cup Champion, 2011

Super G World Champion, 2013

Combined World Champion, 2013

Giant Slalom World Champion, 2013

Giant Slalom World Cup Champion, 2013



The schedule and really the relief from 
stress that the WSS provided was 
extremely beneficial to my focus on 
skiing and making it a career.

“
Alex Schlopy, Class of 2009

THE SOLUTION - 
THE PINNACLE OF WINTER SPORTS 
SECONDARY EDUCATION
The answer to meeting this challenge  
requires more than an expansion of 
sports disciplines or a new approach to 
financial aid. It requires an innovative 
solution. In early 2013 the Winter Sports 
School Board of Trustees and Head of 
School applied to the Utah State Office 
of Education to become a State Char-
ter School while retaining our unique 
calendar and curriculum; the first public 
institution of its kind.  We were unani-
mously approved in April, 2013 to open 
our doors in April, 2014 to 100 students 
funded by the State of Utah.
 
Furthermore, the approved state-
funded student population will grow 
annually by 25 student increments until 
we reach 200.  Our program, curricu-
lum, and calendar will become avail-
able to all Utah residents free of charge, 
as well as to out-of-state tuition-paying 
students.  The model and charter school 
status will yield the absolute pinnacle of 
winter athlete education and develop-
ment in the nation, perhaps in the 
world.  When we complete the 
approved transition, we will make 
history in the field of public education in 
the United States.

WSS ALUM

Alex Schlopy, Class of 2009
1st Place, Slopestyle, 2010 Dumont Cup

Skiing Big Air Gold Medalist, 2011 ESPN Winter X Games

Slopestyle Gold Medalist, 2011 FIS Freestyle Skiing 
World Championships

WSS - As a private school
TUITION      ENROLLMENT
$17,000.+     ~50

WSS - As a charter school
TUITION      ENROLLMENT
$0         200+

RENDERING, FACILITY UNDER CONTRACT

COLLEGE MATRICULATIONS: SOME RECENT WSS ALUMS

Kelly Marren, WSS Class of 2009 (pictured)

Stanford University, Class of 2014

Katie Bernhard, WSS Class of 2010

Dartmouth College, Class of 2015

Kieran Adams, WSS Class of 2011

Colby College, Class of 2017

Katy Greene, WSS Class of 2012

Middlebury College, Class of 2017

Riley Peek, WSS Class of 2012

Williams College, Class of 2017



YOU CAN HELP US MAKE THE 
SCHOOL A REALITY
In order to succeed, we need your help 
and support. Our current physical plant 
simply will not support a growth path to 
200 students. In order to complete our 
vision, we need to relocate from the 
trailers at the Olympic Sports Park to a 
permanent facility which will support a 
world class center for winter athlete 
education and development. In fact, 
our charter school status requires an 
upgraded facility. The ideal location 
has been identified and placed under 
contract, at 1585 W. Old Ranch Road in 
Park City, UT.  It is just under 4 acres, with 
very easy access to all residents of Park 
City, Summit and Wasatch Counties, 
and Salt Lake City.  Two recreational 
parks, Willow Creek and Matt Knoop 
Memorial, are within walking distance. 
The property is adjacent to the Park 
City and Snyderville Basin trail system, 
and there are two bus stops within 100 
yards.  Canyons Resort is less than a 
mile away, the Utah Olympic Park is less 
than 4 miles away, and Park City Moun-
tain Resort and Deer Valley Resort are 
within 6 miles.  

We can make it all happen here.

We need your financial support to 
acquire and renovate the property 
such that we can open a renovated 
school in April of 2014. This planned 
multi-phased project will require a total 
of $4 million over three years. Please 
review the attached architectural 
plans, finance plans, and ways to give 
to this project. We will have many 
naming opportunities and we hope to 
acknowledge our WSS athletes and 
their families on many of those plaques.

We are excited for the future of the 
Winter Sports School in Park City and 
the opportunity it will bring to our 
children.  It will be a testament to our 
community’s support of their athletic 
dreams and academic pursuits.

THE WINTER SPORTS SCHOOL CAMPUS, 2013

WSS ALUM

Steven Holcomb, Class of 1997
2009 Four-Man Bobsled World Champion

2010 Four-Man Bobsled World Cup Champion

2012 Two-Man Bobsled World Champion

   2012 Four-Man Bobsled World Champion

Four-Man Bobsled Gold Medalist - Vancouver
Winter Olympics

You can’t find the opportunity any-
where else where you can train all 
winter long and still have the high 
quality academics in the summer. 

“
Megan McJames, Class of 2005
2010 Alpine Skiing Olympian

Steve Holcomb prepares to pilot the USA “Night Train” Bobsled to victory 
at the 2010 Vancouver Olympics.
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